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Motorsport Ireland is the National Governing 
Body for four-wheeled motorsport in Ireland. 
Our staff are always happy to provide you with 
additional information or answer your queries:

Motorsport Ireland
34 Dawson Street
Dublin 2, D02 RF90
Tel: (01) 677 5628
email: info@motorsportireland.com

FIND OUT WHAT’S ON
WHERE AND WHEN

Links to Motor Clubs!

Up-to-date Motorsport News!

Event & Championship Results!

For all you need to know
check out our website
www.motorsportireland.com
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S0 YOU WANT TO BECOME
INVOLVED IN MOTORSPORT

Motorsport has never been
more popular in Ireland.  In 2019, 
there were over 8,000 entries 
to events for which Motorsport 
Ireland issued permits. The 2020 
Motorsport Ireland calendar 
includes more than 160 events 
across 11 disciplines in Ireland.
From Kart Racing to Rallying
to Circuit Racing to Autotests,
each discipline provides the
thrill of close competition
and the never-to-be-forgotten
exhilaration of winning.

This leaflet is intended to
answer some of the questions
anyone wishing to get involved
in motorsport may have and to
provide you with a guide to the
different forms of motorsport
available in Ireland.
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WHAT SHOULD BE MY FIRST STEP?

We suggest that you join a local
club. Through your club you will
meet other people with the same
interests and you can also volunteer
to assist at events. If you do not
know how your local club can be
contacted, an up-to-date list of
Affiliated Clubs with contact names
and telephone numbers is available
from Motorsport Ireland and on our
website: www.motorsportireland.com

DO I NEED A SPECIAL LICENCE?

A Competition Licence is required
to compete in any Motorsport event
under the jurisdiction of Motorsport
Ireland, which as well as issuing
Competition Licences, publishes
a yearbook containing all the rules
and regulations for the sport.
This yearbook is available to view 
on:  www.motorsportireland.com
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ONE EVENT LICENCES

These licences will be available for 
Clubman category events ie. Sporting 
Trials, Production Car Trials, Midget 
Car Racing, specifically approved 
Autotest events (special safety 
requirements will apply) and for 
Navigators in Rallysprint events. 
These licences will cost €25.00 and 
may be obtained on the day from the 
event Secretary. An official event Entry 
Form must also be completed by the 
applicant and the appropriate entry fee 
also paid.

FIRST TIME RACE OR STAGE RALLY 
LICENCE

Applicants must complete an 
“Introduction to Motorsport course”. 
Full details are available from www.
motorsportireland.com

WHICH BRANCH OF MOTORSPORT
WILL SUIT ME BEST?

There are eleven different
disciplines in motorsport so
there should be something
to suit everyone and just about
every age. These range from the
most popular Rallying and Racing
to more specialist events such as
Hill Climbs and Autotests. A full
list of disciplines and information
about each one is given at the
back of this leaflet.



IS THERE ANY WAY OF
BECOMING INVOLVED IF
I DON’T WISH TO DRIVE?

Yes. If you still wish to compete there
are opportunities to be a navigator
in Rallying . If however you don’t wish
to compete but want to be involved,
most clubs would be delighted to
welcome you, as there is always
a demand for officials.

In fact acting as an official, or
marshalling, is one of the best ways
to learn all about a particular area of
Motorsport. So if you do not feel ready
to compete, your help would be more
than appreciated.

In running an event safety and rescue
are paramount in all forms of Motorsport 
but none more so than in Rallying . If 
you feel you have greater dedication and 
enthusiasm and time there are a number 
of Marshalling Clubs and Rescue Units 
which are always on the look out for
new members.

SIGN UP FOR 
FREE MI-MEMBERSHIP

As a starting point, you can always 
sign up for MI-Membership; 
a simple, reward-based 
membership scheme, available 
for FREE to all motorsport 
enthusiasts. MI-Membership 
opens-up Motorsport to more than 
just competitors, and rewards 
members with exclusive offers and 
discounts. To sign up, simply visit 
www.motorsportireland.com, click 
on MI-Membership and fill out a 
short online application form to 
receive your FREE MI-Membership 
card in the post.
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WHAT ABOUT INSURANCE?

All drivers in Special Stage Rallies, 
Navigation Trials and Endurance Trials 
must be registered on the Motorsport 
Ireland IRDS [Irish Rally Drivers 
Scheme] database.
This Insurance is compulsory and 
provides Third Party Cover during 
the course of an event. To join the 
scheme, competitors must complete 
a proposal form, which is available 
from Motorsport Ireland. A range of 
insurance cover is in place at each 
event. For further details refer to our 
yearbook and/or website.

DO I NEED A MEDICAL
CERTIFICATE?

If your intention is to drive in speed 
events [Circuit Racing, Hillclimbs, 
Stage Rallies, Kart Racing, Rallycross, 
Autocross and Midget Car Racing] then 
you must have your Doctor complete 
the Medical Certificate portion of the 
form.  In addition, a Medical Self-
Declaration is required for all events 
(both driver and co-driver).



WHAT SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT 
DO I NEED?

Specialist equipment varies
depending on the event.
The main items are:

•  Crash Helmets: Speed events
 require competitors to wear
 crash helmets. Before purchasing
 a crash helmet you should check
 the specification that will be
 accepted by the Scrutineers,
 as this is updated from time to
 time. A list of approved helmet
 standards is available from
 Motorsport Ireland. 

•  Frontal Head Restraints are also 
required for Stage Rallies, Circuit 
Racing, Rallycross and Hillclimbs/
Sprints.

•  Clothing: Flameproof overalls,
 underwear, socks and gloves
 are compulsory for competitors
 taking part in Speed Events.
 Fire resistant shoes are also
 compulsory in these events.

•  Log Books: Cars competing in
 speed events must have a valid
 Motorsport Ireland log book and 
 this can be obtained from a member
 of the Scrutineering Panel.
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HOW DO I ENTER AN EVENT?

First of all you will need an
entry form available from the
competition secretary of the
organising club. Entries normally
close 10 days before the event.
On the day competitors must
present to the event secretary
the following documents:

•  a valid Competition Licence,
 including confirmation of
 medical where appropriate,  
•  a completed Scrutiny Form where 

appropriate and be listed on 
Motorsport Ireland’s IRDS database 
(for Rallying, Endurance Trials and 
Navigation Trials only).

AT WHAT AGE CAN I START?

You may start your competition 
career as early as 6 years of age by 
taking part in Bambino Class Kart 
Racing, 10 years of age in Sporting 
Trials or 14 years of age in Car 
Racing, J1000 Rallying, Rallysprints, 
Rallycross and Autocross events. 
Where a competitor is under 18 
years of age, the consent of his/her 
parent or guardian is required.



AUTOCROSS
There are two types of Autocross
events; those held on a grass
surface and those that take place
on a loose gravel surface. In both
cases, a circuit is laid out and cars 
compete individually against the 
clock. If the circuit is long enough 
cars may be started at intervals 
so that more than one car is on 
the track at any given time but no 
passing is allowed. A competitor 
will usually get four to six attempts 
to set his or her best time and the 
result is decided by the total time 
taken in loose surface events, or by 
the best time for any one attempt 
for grass surface events.

HILLCLIMBS
Hillclimbs are one of the oldest
forms of motorsport. They take
place on closed roads where
competitors compete to achieve 
the fastest time driving up a hill.
The hill is usually about 1-2km 
long, with competitors getting a 
practice run and 3 timed runs.

AUTO TESTS
Autotests are also one of the oldest 
forms of competitive motorsport
and are a real test of a wide 
range of driving skills. Each event 
consists of a number of ‘tests’ that
involve competitors carrying out
a sequence of manoeuvres. These
manoeuvres include circling of
pylons, ‘throwing’ the car on the
hand brake, crossing of lines and
driving through slaloms, both
forwards and in reverse. Each
driver is timed and the quickest
through the tests on the day is the
winner. Some clubs run a variation
on ‘Autotests’ called ‘Autosolo’ and
these are also great fun.

CIRCUIT RACING
Ireland has a wonderful tradition
of circuit racing on both street
circuits and on purpose-built
circuits such as Mondello. This is a

IRISH
MOTORSPORT
DISCIPLINES

very challenging form of
motorsport enjoyed by competitor
and spectator alike and there are
many different classes to choose
from depending on the sort
of budget you have. Nowadays,
racing takes place on purpose-built
circuits such as Mondello Park,
near Naas and at Kirkstown on
the Ards Peninsula in Co. Down. If
you have aspirations to a career as
a racing driver, perhaps one day
reaching the heights of F1, then
this is where you can progress
from. Many Junior race drivers 
aspire to winning the Prestigious 
Motorsport Ireland Young Racing 
Driver of the Year award and the 
historic Sexton Trophy which 
includes a €50,000 support 
package to help develop their 
motor racing careers.

KART RACING
Nowadays Kart Racing is
recognised as the gateway to
success in International Motor
Racing. It is no coincidence that
the vast majority of drivers who
make up the grid in Formula 1 first
came to prominence in Karting.
Travelling at speeds from 100kph
(Cadets) to 225kph (250cc) with
around thirty other drivers in a
race is a tremendously exhilarating
experience. Combine this with the
fact that a racing Kart runs just 
5cm off the ground, has the 
braking capabilities of a Formula 
One car and is second only to a 
Formula One car in terms of lap 
speed around Mondello, and you 
begin to understand the attraction 
of Karting and why it produces 
superb racing!

MIDGET CAR RACING
Midget Car Racing is a form of
racing involving purpose-built 
cars of smaller dimensions than 
normal. The present day machines
are derived from a type of vehicle
known commonly in the USA as 
a Bantam Car. These cars were 
adopted by a group of competitors
in and around Wicklow who race
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them on grass. Midget Car Racing
is a very good and economical way
to learn the rudiments of good
car control on slippery surfaces.

NAVIGATION TRIALS
Navigation Trials usually take place 
at night and are as much a test of
map reading and direction finding
skills as they are of competition
driving. Each competing car carries
a crew consisting of a driver and
a navigator. At the start of an event
competitors are given a list of grid
references from which they must
work out the prescribed route,
which can be a minimum ‘96km 
and maximum 193km of road. The 
crew must then travel the route 
adhering to a strict average speed 
of not more than 50kph for the 
entire event. Along the route, there 
are manned time controls where 
you must check in. Penalties can 
be gained for various reasons such 
as arriving early or late at the 
Controls, or for approaching from 
the wrong direction. The purpose of 
the competition is to complete
the entire route, maintaining the
set average speed and picking up
as few penalty points as possible.

RALLYCROSS
Rallycross is an exciting form
of motorsport both to watch and
compete in. It takes place over
a combination of tarmac and loose
surfaces and involves a series
of Heats leading to qualification
for Finals and ultimately the
Super Final race for the fastest
competitors on the day. There are 
normally between 5 and 8 cars 
competing on the track at any one 
time, with races lasting on average 
around 4/5 minutes.

SPORTING TRIALS
A Sporting Trial is a non-speed
competition which involves driving
a purpose-built trials car over
rugged, hilly and often muddy
terrain, as far as is physically
possible, without striking laid-out
markers defining the route of the 
course. Sporting trials are
great fun and a family orientated
form of motorsport.

SPECIAL STAGE RALLYING
Special Stage Rallying is the most
popular form of Motorsport in
Ireland and its popularity continues
to grow. Special Stage Rallies take
place on sections of open road with
50kph speed limit, which connect
with ‘special stages‘, which are
closed to public traffic. Events are
decided by the time taken to travel
over the special stages, when
competitors have to drive over the
closed roads as fast as they can
in order to produce the quickest
time. The less time you take, the
fewer penalties you incur. There
are two types of Special Stage
Rallies - forestry events which
are held on forest (dirt) roads
and tarmac events which are
held on tarmac roads. There are
approximately 30 stage rally events
held all over Ireland each year. 
Many Junior rally drivers aspire to 
winning the Prestigious Motorsport 
Ireland Billy Coleman Young Rally 
Driver of the Year Award which 
includes €100,000 worth of support 
to contest rallies nationally and 
internationally. The winners also 
receive training and development 
support through the Motorsport 
Ireland Rally Academy.

ENDURANCE TRIALS
Endurance Trials take place over 
Selectives (short sections) held 
on private ground, timed to the 
second, on which the competitors 
are required to navigate at an 
average 50 kph (32 mph). An 
Endurance Specification car is 
a fundamentally standard car 
under 1400cc. Each competing 
car carries only two persons. The 
event is driven “blind” with the 
location of the Selectives and the 
route through them not made 
available to competitors until 
the start of the event.  Selectives 
may include: a) Passage controls, 
where the competitor has to stop 
to collect marshal’s signature. b) 
Code Boards, where the competitor 
has to stop to record informations 
displayed on a board. Navigation 
is supplied in a “Tulip” format 
roadbook.
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